Martha L. Samuels
November 26, 1926 - October 11, 2021

Martha Lois Samuels (nee Cottle) passed away peacefully on Monday, October 11, 2021.
She was at home in San Antonio, Texas, surrounded by family following a loving prayer by
a chaplain. She was just shy of her 95th birthday. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Leslie “Perry” Samuels and her son, Garry Leslie Samuels.
She will be lovingly remembered by her daughter, Martha “Jenni” Samuels, and her four
grandchildren, Macy Haverda, Colton Haverda, Shelby Haverda, and Raven Haverda.
Because the “R” in grandma was too hard for the oldest grandchild to pronounce, she was
affectionately known to all her grandchildren as “Gammie”. Martha was a very stylish
dresser and had a very enviable collection of Christmas sweaters. She prided herself on
keeping a clean home, but often spoke very fondly of allowing the grandchildren to wreck
her kitchen baking cookies.
Martha and Perry, her loving husband of over 50 years, met at UT. Martha and her friends
would hang out at the famous drugstore near campus, hoping to see the handsome
football players. Perry asked her on their first date by saying, “If you can be ready in ten
minutes, I’ll take you to a movie.” And it turned out she could be ready in ten minutes.
Martha was a devoted member of First Presbyterian Church. Unless she was in the
country hunting deer, she could be counted on to attend the Sunday service.
Martha was a fierce lover of tennis, playing the game well into her 70s. All three female
grandchildren attempted to learn to play for her, but unfortunately none of them were ever
nearly as good as their spry Gammie. She loved to follow her sporting days with dinner at
Cappy’s with the family, especially if they had the crab cakes with the Mustang chicken
sauce, and, of course, “the staff of life”: bread.
As Jenni remembers; "mom loved to drink beer on the beach with all the Bowman family".
Port Aransas, Texas, became almost like a second home for the Samuels family, and that
of their great friends. A few bottles of Pearl and a few good friends aboard the Peggy D.

was one of her favorite ways to spend weekends.
The family wishes to thank the caregivers that gave her comfort in her final years: Maria
(Rosa) Devers, Olivia Pena, Ivette Avalos, Alejandra Escalante, and her nurse, Patti
Zapata, of Kindred Hospice. We will miss Martha’s steadfast commitment to her family,
and will always remember how much they helped all of us.

Previous Events
Visitation
OCT 15. 10:30 AM (CT)
Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr
San Antonio, TX 78214
https://www.missionparks.com/

Funeral Service
OCT 15. 11:30 AM (CT)
Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr
San Antonio, TX 78214
https://www.missionparks.com/

Tribute Wall
Mission Park Funeral Chapels & Cemeteries created a Tribute Video in memory
of Martha L. Samuels

Mission Park Funeral Chapels & Cemetery - October 14, 2021 at 09:54 AM

TP

Texas P. purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family
of Martha L. Samuels.

Texas P. - October 14, 2021 at 02:41 PM

MJ

Martha J. purchased the Basket Full of Wishes for the family of
Martha L. Samuels.

Martha J. - October 14, 2021 at 12:28 PM



Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Martha
L. Samuels.

October 14, 2021 at 12:19 PM

S.

Sally . purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the family of
Martha L. Samuels.

Sally . - October 14, 2021 at 11:47 AM



Beautiful Whisper was purchased for the family of Martha L.
Samuels.

October 14, 2021 at 10:33 AM

CB

The Bowman's and Samuels were life long friends who enjoyed many many
memories through the years. Annually we would go to Port A each summer for
fun in the sun with the "Peggie D" loaded down with Pearl Beer for the trip.
Daily we would head out Deep Sea Fishing on the Peggie D. I was Perry's 'official
bartender' making him drinks, and he would pay me $.50 per drink. What he didn't
know was Martha was paying me $.50 per drink to make them 'light'. So I made
out pretty good, and Martha was a happy camper because I got Perry back to
shore safely, and... 'somewhat' sober. :)
One of many great memories.
Love you dear Martha!
Until we meet again.
Chuck Bowman - October 13, 2021 at 04:12 PM

