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February 2, 1992 - March 27, 2016

Candelario Pefia Gonzalez

Candelario Pefia Gonzalez was born February 2, 1922 in San Rafael,
Tamaulipas, Mexico — a rural town south of Nuevo Laredo also known as El
Rancho de Las Tortillas. He grew up helping his family by working on the
ranch and doing odd jobs in the surrounding area ranches. Later the family
moved to Nuevo Laredo, where he worked as a gas station assistant and
performed construction side jobs. In the mid 50's, with a work visa, he
immigrated to San Antonio, Texas with his brother Zaragoza, "Gocha". They
both worked in construction with Candelario focusing on masonry. His hard
work, ethics, dedication, determination, and faith would prove fruitful to his
future.

During his visits to family in Nuevo Laredo, he would attend church with them
at El Tabernaculo. It was there that he met Adelina Martinez Zufiga. They
were married on December 28, 1958 and honeymooned in Mexico City. In
1962, they purchased their first home in the Harlandale area. As the family
grew, Candelario looked for a place to build his dream house. He bought the
property in the Highlands area where he built the home he resided in nearly 4
decades. Candelario and Adelina were blessed with 4 sons and 5 daughters
and though he worked very hard physically, he always had time for his
children in the evenings. He would often take them to the park or the public
swimming pool. Family vacations included many trips to Nuevo Laredo to visit
family, and also trips to the beach in Corpus Christi and Galveston. He also



taught his children to read in Spanish. Family was always very important to
him. He insisted that as many of his family as possible attend the annual
Gonzalez—Pefia family reunions that started in 1985, winning the attendance
award many times. Candelario also enjoyed his many grandchildren and
greatgrandchildren. He would often play with the grandchildren in the back
yard throwing a ball or pushing them on the swings.

Candelario began his own company in 1962 with his wife, Adelina, supporting
his efforts as the accountant and book keeper for the family business. 'Don
Lalo' or 'Maestro', as he was called by his employees, was a master mason
and was sought out because of his great reputation. He did the masonry work
on many homes from simple to luxury residences throughout San Antonio and
surrounding areas. He was contracted to work on many commercial projects
including restaurants, community buildings, apartments, and churches. He
often volunteered his construction skills at his place of worship, Templo Elim,
and at Sion Assemblies of God and Luz Apostolica/Casa Del Rey. His works
include many large churches like Antioch Missionary Baptist Church,
Friendship Baptist Church, and Second Baptist Church in San Antonio. His
talents also took him to build a church in Galveston and Saint Luke
Community United Methodist in Dallas. His son David joined the family
business and continued it after Candelario retired.

Candelario was an active member at Templo Elim for many years and also
attended other churches. He served as the church treasurer at Elim for
several years and raised his children there, taking his family to church
whenever the doors were open — Sunday mornings, Sunday nights,
Wednesday nights, Holy week, evangelistic campaigns, January prayer
month, and even taking turns cleaning the church. He led by example
teaching his children that faith, hard work, and determination would allow
them to live prosperous lives.

While Candelario was a hard worker and loved his church, his passion was for
his family. His love for his wife Adelina showed in how he took care of her in
her final years. To celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, he wanted to take



her on a trip to Europe, a wish his children helped grant them in the fall of
2008. Candelario always loved family events and being surrounded by family.
The day before he passed away there were over 40 family members and
friends in his home. People were visiting and kids were playing just like they
often did on holiday get-togethers. It was just the way that "Empo" liked it.
Candelario, 94, went to be with his Lord, March 27, 2016. Preceded in death
by his beloved wife of 55 years, Adelina Martinez Zufiga, his parents, 3
brothers, 3 sisters, and 3 grandchildren. Candelario is survived by their
children: Candelario Jr. and Rosie Gonzalez, Elizabeth and Ramon Mendoza,
Adelina and Jim Lewis, Jose and Asenat Gonzalez, Betty G. Flowers, David
and LuSandra Gonzalez, Nancy Gonzalez Davis, Maria and Edward Encina,
Isaac and Lisa Gonzalez; and 24 grandchildren, 8 greatgrandchildren,
brothers Ramiro Gonzalez and Daniel Gonzalez, and sister Bertha Gonzalez
de Garcia. He will be dearly missed.

Memorial gifts may be made to Templo Elim at 607 Saldana St, San Antonio,
TX 78225

Candelario Pefia Gonzalez

Candelario Pefia Gonzalez nacié el 2 de Febrero de 1922 en San Rafael,
Tamaulipas, México - un pueblo rural al sur de Nuevo Laredo también
conocido como El Rancho de las Tortillas. Se crio ayudando a su familia
trabajando en el rancho y haciendo pequefios trabajos en los ranchos
cercanos. Después de un tiempo, la familia se trasladé a Nuevo Laredo,
donde trabajé como asistente de gasolinera y hacia trabajos de construccién.
A mediados de los anos 50s, con una visa de trabajo, se emigré a San
Antonio, Texas, con su hermano Zaragoza, "Gocha". Ambos trabajaron en la
construccion; con Candelario concentrandose en la albaiiileria. El ser muy
trabajador, su ética, dedicacién, determinacion y fe resultarian en un futuro
lleno de éxito.



Durante sus visitas a la familia en Nuevo Laredo, asistia a la iglesia El
Tabernaculo con ellos. Fue alli donde conocid a Adelina Martinez Zuiiga. Se
casaron el 28 de Diciembre 1958 y fueron a México D.F. de luna de miel. En
1962, compraron su primera casa en la zona de Harlandale. Con La familia
creciendo, Candelario buscoé un lugar para construir la casa de sus suefos.
Compré la propiedad en la zona de Highlands donde se construyd la casa en
que vivié casi 4 décadas. Candelario y Adelina fueron bendecidos con 4 hijos
y 5 hijas y aunque trabajé muy duro fisicamente, él siempre tenia tiempo para
sus hijos después del trabajo. Con frecuencia los llevaba al parque o la
piscina municipal. Las vacaciones familiares incluyeron muchos viajes a
Nuevo Laredo para visitar familia, y viajes a la playa en Corpus Christi y
Galveston. También ensefiod a sus hijos a leer en espafiol. La familia siempre
fue muy importante para él. Insistia que todos los que se les fuera posible
asistieran las reuniones anuales de la familia Gonzalez-Pefia que se iniciaron
en 1985, ganando el premio de asistencia muchas veces. Candelario también
disfruté de sus numerosos nietos y bisnietos, jugando con ellos seguido,
lanzandoles una pelota 0 empujandolos en los columpios.

Candelario empezo su propia empresa en 1962 con su esposa, Adelina,
apoyando sus esfuerzos como contadora y tenedora de libros de la empresa
familiar. 'Don Lalo' o 'Maestro', como lo llamaban sus empleados, fue un
experto albafiil y se le buscaba a causa de su gran reputacion. El hizo la
albanileria en muchas casas desde simples a residencias de lujo mediante
todo San Antonio y sus alrededores. También fue contratado para trabajar en
muchos proyectos comerciales, incluyendo restaurantes, edificios
comunitarios, apartamentos e iglesias. Ofrecia voluntariamente sus
habilidades de construccion en su iglesia, EI Templo Elim, y en Sion
Asamblea de Dios y en Luz Apostoélica/Casa Del Rey. Sus trabajos incluyen
muchas grandes iglesias como Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, Friendship
Baptist Church, y Second Baptist Church en San Antonio. Sus talentos
también lo llevaron a construir una iglesia en Galveston y Saint Luke
Community United Methodist en Dallas. Su hijo David se uni6 a la empresa



familiar y continu6 después de que Candelario se jubilo.

Candelario fue un miembro activo en el Templo Elim durante muchos afios
también asistiendo otras iglesias. El sirvid6 como el tesorero de la iglesia Elim
durante varios afos y crio a sus hijos alli, llevandolos cada vez que habia
culto - domingo por la mafana y la noche, miércoles por la noche, Semana
Santa, campafias evangelistas, En Enero el mes de oracion, e incluso
turnandose para la limpieza de la iglesia. Mostrando con su ejemplo que la fe,
el ser trabajador, la dedicacioén, y la determinacion les permitiria vivir una vida
préspera.

Aunqgue Candelario era muy trabajador y amaba a su iglesia, su pasion era
para su familia. Su amor por su esposa Adelina era evidente en la forma en
que el la cuidaba en sus ultimos afos. Para celebrar su 50 aniversario de
boda, él queria llevarla a Europa, un deseo que sus hijos les ayudaron a
conceder en el otofio de 2008. A Candelario le encantaban los eventos
familiares y estar rodeado de familia. El dia antes de su fallecimiento habia
mas de 40 miembros de la familia y amigos en su casa. Todos platicaban y
los nifilos jugaban, asi como lo hacian en dias festivos. Era como a "Empo" le
gustaba.

Candelario, 94, fue a estar con su Sefior, el 27 de Marzo de 2016. Precedido
en muerte por su amada esposa de 55 afos, Adelina Martinez Zufiga, sus
padres, 3 hermanos, 3 hermanas, y 3 nietos. Sobrevivido por sus hijos:
Candelario Jr. y Rosie Gonzalez, Elizabeth y Ramon Mendoza, Adelina y Jim
Lewis, Jose y Asenat Gonzalez, Betty G. Flowers, David y LuSandra
Gonzalez, Nancy Gonzalez Davis, Maria y Edward Encina, Isaac y Lisa
Gonzalez; y 24 nietos, 8 bisnietos, hermanos Ramiro Gonzalez y Daniel
Gonzalez, y hermana Bertha Gonzalez de Garcia. Sera profundamente
extranado.

Regalos conmemorativos se pueden hacer a Templo Elim, 607 Saldafia St,
San Antonio, TX 78225



