
Carmen Ornelas
January 21, 1929 - August 4, 2021

Carmen Ornelas, age 92, of San Antonio, went to meet our Heavenly Father
on Wednesday, August 4, 2021. She was preceded in death by her husband,
William R. Ornelas; her son, Samuel Ornelas, her brother Jesse Benavides,
and her sister, Eva Alcala. She is survived by her daughter, Suzanne O.
Johnson and her husband Ron; son, Rodolfo B. Ornelas and his wife
Adrienne; son, Jimmy M. Ornelas and his wife Diana; and daughter, Deborah
Ornelas-Habibi and her husband Cyrus. Her grandchildren are: Alex Ornelas,
Christopher Rodriguez, Jennifer Soto and Eric Ornelas; and great
grandchildren: Christian Garza, Abigail, Isobel and Harper Rodriguez,
Samantha and Samuel Ornelas, and Isaac and Alessandra Ornelas. She is
also survived by her brother Ismael Benavides and his wife Gloria; and sister
Cathy Felan and her husband Fred; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

 

Carmen was born on January 21, 1929, in Talpa, Texas. When her father,
Miguel Benavides began working for Santa Fe Railroad, her father and
mother, Manuela Benavides, moved the family to Brownwood, Texas. At age
18, while working behind the sales counter at Woolworth’s in downtown
Brownwood, Carmen was introduced to WWII veteran, William Ornelas, by
her future mother-in-law. Although William was as impressed with Carmen as
his mother was, he loved to joke that had Carmen not been ‘behind the
counter’ when introduced, he would have seen her skinny legs and not began
courting her. 



Carmen and William were married in Brownwood on February 7, 1948, on a
cold day with snow and sleet. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
on a cold day with pouring rain. But in between, their 53 years of marriage
were filled with sunny days and beautiful memories. 

After having 3 children, William’s work took the family to Fort Worth, where
their 4th child was born. Soon his work moved the family to Wichita, Kansas,
then to Tulsa, Oklahoma, and finally to San Antonio, where their 5th child was
born. Carmen immediately fell in love with San Antonio and quickly
determined that this is where they would settle down. 

 

While taking care of a hard working husband and 5 children, Carmen also
found time to take on various other jobs as well. Being a clever person, she
would only take on work that would accommodate taking care of her family at
the same time and also hold interest for her. She worked many places
including Handy Andy, Jefferson Cleaners, “cafeteria lady” in the public
schools, and managed a Mrs. Baird’s Bread store. After her husband passed
away, Carmen continued to fill her time working well into her seventies. A job
she particularly sought after, was being an usher at the Mission’s Baseball
games. Carmen loved baseball, so would only take the job if her position of
usher would be inside the ball park so that she could catch the game while
working. Her final job was inside Ingram Mall serving up “Dippin’ Dots,” and
spending her paycheck shopping in the mall before going home. 

Carmen had a great sense of humor that would catch people by surprise. But
her family always expected to get a good laugh from her, and would reach out
to her whenever they needed lifting up. She never said ‘no’ to an invitation,
loved to socialize, party and dance. She loved baseball, football, reading the
newspaper, eating dessert, spending time with her many friends, shopping
(returning), traveling the countryside to be with family and friends. 



After her mother’s death in 1984, Carmen became the matriarch of the entire
extended family. She became a surrogate mother to many in the family and
even family friends. Carmen had an extremely giving spirit, which served as
an example to all who knew her, or even met her briefly. She was thinking of
others until her final days. Even when she could barely speak, her words were
only for the concern of those in her life. She leaves a great emptiness for
those who loved her, and will be greatly missed by all who knew her. 

SERVICES 
 Visitation will begin at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Rosary at 7:00 P.M. on

Monday, August 9, 2021 at Mission Park Funeral Chapels, 3401 Cherry Ridge
Drive. The Funeral Mass will begin at 1:00 P.M. on Tuesday, August 10, 2021
at St. Dominic Catholic Church, 5919 Ingram Road. Interment will follow at
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery

1520 Harry Wurzbach
San Antonio, TX 78209

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 9. 6:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels Cherry Ridge
3401 Cherry Ridge Dr
San Antonio, TX 78230
(210) 349-1414
https://www.missionparks.com/

Rosary

AUG 9. 7:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels Cherry Ridge
3401 Cherry Ridge Dr
San Antonio, TX 78230
(210) 349-1414
https://www.missionparks.com/

https://www.missionparks.com/
https://www.missionparks.com/


Funeral Mass

AUG 10. 1:00 PM (CT)

St. Dominic Catholic Church
5919 Ingram Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78228
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August 09, 2021 at 01:04 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Carmen Ornelas.

August 08, 2021 at 07:30 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Carmen Ornelas.

Hector And Sally Aguillen - August 08, 2021 at 01:36 PM

Hector And Sally Aguillen purchased the Beautifu
l in Blue for the family of Carmen Ornelas.

August 08, 2021 at 10:49 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Carmen Ornelas.

https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Myra Clendennen - August 07, 2021 at 10:14 PM

Every family has a “fun” aunt, and my Aunt Carmen was certainly
fun, funny, and loving! Even at 92, none of us were ready to say
“goodbye” just yet. We all thrived on her energy, wit, generosity,
sense of humor and love. There is a huge hole in our family now
that she is absent from us, but I know she has sorely missed her
dancing partner, and surely the first thing she and Uncle Willie did
was dance together on the golden streets! Thank you God for giving
us 92 1/2 blessed years with Carmen.
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amanda barrera - August 12, 2021 at 06:19 PM

Aunt Carmen was that favorite Aunt everyone wanted to be around
always a good time when we were with her good advice always and
certainly felt her love I will miss her deeply but have comfort that she is
with all our love ones that have gone on before us love you so much
until we see each other again with our Heavenly Father your niece
Amanda Barrera thank you for your love

Edward, Rose, Vince, Tony, David, Lorrie - August 07, 2021 at
05:00 PM

Edward, Rose, Vince, Tony, David, Lorrie
purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Carmen Ornelas.

https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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August 07, 2021 at 03:21 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Carmen Ornelas.

Margarito & Liza Sanchez Family - August 07, 2021 at 11:54
AM

Margarito & Liza Sanchez Family purchased the
Basket of Memories for the family of Carmen
Ornelas.

August 07, 2021 at 09:53 AM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Carmen Ornelas.

August 06, 2021 at 09:25 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Carmen Ornelas.

https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Lana Johnson - August 06, 2021 at 08:11 PM

Carmen was warm and gracious to me. So easy to be around. She
raised some pretty amazing children, too.

Lana Johnson - August 06, 2021 at 07:08 PM

Lana Johnson purchased the Simply Elegant Spa
thiphyllum for the family of Carmen Ornelas.

August 06, 2021 at 06:41 PM

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the
family of Carmen Ornelas.

https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

