Craig L. Johnson

August 2, 1930 - January 9, 2023

Craig Lewis Johnson, aged 92, was welcomed into the Kingdom of Heaven on
January 9, 2023. Craig was born on August 2, 1930, to Ludwig and
Marguerite (Cuny) Johnson in San Antonio, Texas. He was a beloved son,
brother, husband to Betty, father to four daughters, grandfather to eleven
grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren. He shared his gifts and talents with
many, notably with Grace Lutheran Church where he wore many hats,
including president and councilmember of the church council, Habitat for
Humanity coordinator, church bus driver, adult Sunday school teacher, and
unofficial historian. Craig was a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin
and was a proud Longhorn. In his professional capacity, Craig worked for 39
years in the U.S. Air Force Security Service holding various positions involved
in signals intelligence, retiring as Technical Director of Electronic Warfare
Directorate at the Air Force Communications Center in 1991. One of his
favorite assignments was a tour in Zweibricken, Germany from 1959-1962.
After his retirement, he gave many years of service to the Association of Old
Crows.

Papa, as he was known to many, truly made you feel special and his love ran
deep for his family, his church, and his community. He was a poet who was
singular in his ability to tell a story with a rhyme. He had a whip-smart wit and
an axiom for every occasion. He was a bowler, a Rummikub champion, a
traveler, a reader, and he loved details and order (particularly a well-written



list). In his free time, you would likely find Craig puttering in the garage or
cheering on the Spurs or Longhorns. Every Sunday, Craig and Betty counted
noses at church for who was joining for Sunday lunch of Bill Millers at the
Johnson’s house.

Craig was a remarkable soul; he had a great life, he knew it, and he told
everyone he met about it. He held Betty’s hand wherever they went and
always told people he couldn’t believe Betty loved him—we know the feeling
was mutual.

Everyone who knew Papa, knew he had a sweet tooth. He confessed his love
for Betty over black cows (root beer floats), kept a stash of oreos in the
freezer, ate a snickers bar with lunch, and never met a pancake or waffle he
didn’t like. Papa often said people should eat dessert first, while they’re still
hungry. In our own lives, his legacy encourages us to see the positive, to
celebrate every precious moment, to make each other laugh, to praise God, to
fiercely love one another, and to try to eat dessert first.

Craig is survived by his wife of 71 years, Betty, his four daughters, Kay, Susan
(Ronnie), Gayle (Wayne), and Stephanie (Eric), as well as his beloved
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.



Cemetery Details

Mission Burial Park South

1700 SE Military Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78214
http://www.missionparks.com

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 15. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels North Cherry Ridge
3401 Cherry Ridge Drive
San Antonio, TX 78230

Funeral Service

JAN 16. 10:00 AM (CT)

Grace Lutheran Church
504 Ave E
San Antonio, TX 78215

Interment

JAN 16 (CT)

Mission Burial Park South
1700 SE Military Dr.

San Antonio, TX 78214
http://www.missionparks.com
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Tribute Wall

James and | loved our friend and neighbor, Craig. We loved
listening to stories about his life. He was always happy and friendly-
just a kind, sweet person to all of us. May he have eternal
happiness in God'’s kingdom. We’ll miss you at our Summerfield
gatherings! Love, Angie

Angie Lehmann - January 15, 2023 at 02:00 PM
Carol, Jenny and Mike Janssen purchased the P

eaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Craig
L. Johnson.

Carol, Jenny and Mike Janssen - January 14, 2023 at 01:46
PM

With sympathy, Barry and Shunda Steveson
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Craig L. Johnson.

With sympathy, Barry and Shunda Steveson - January 13,
2023 at 06:11 PM
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Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Craig L. Johnson.

January 13, 2023 at 04:22 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Craig L. Johnson.

January 13, 2023 at 01:05 PM

Stephen & Johnana Clark Family purchased the
Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Craig L. Johnson.

Stephen & Johnana Clark Family - January 13, 2023 at 12:42
PM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Craig L. Johnson.

January 13, 2023 at 11:51 AM
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Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Craig L. Johnson.

January 13, 2023 at 10:17 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Craig L. Johnson.

January 12, 2023 at 08:16 PM

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the
family of Craig L. Johnson.

January 12, 2023 at 06:16 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Craig L. Johnson.

January 12, 2023 at 06:12 PM
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Serenity Wreath was purchased for the family of
Craig L. Johnson.

January 12, 2023 at 03:05 PM

Craig welcomed me into the Grace family with ]
opened arms. His smile and compassion for
all is truly a gift from God. Linda Townsend &
family

LINDA KAREN TOWNSEND - January 12, 2023 at 01:34 PM

Ed and Debbie Loeffler purchased the Magnificen
t Life Spray for the family of Craig L. Johnson.

Ed and Debbie Loeffler - January 12, 2023 at 11:06 AM

From behalf of Shell Family purchased the Drea
ms From the Heart Bouquet for the family of
Craig L. Johnson.

From behalf of Shell Family - January 12, 2023 at 09:57 AM
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