BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.)
JACKIE D. STEPHENSON,
U.S. ARMY

May 31, 1935 - July 25, 2021

Jackie D. Stephenson passed away on July 25th, 2021, at the age of 86, in
Bulverde, Texas. He passed away peacefully, in his sleep at home, with his
loving wife, Mary, by his side. He was known and admired by many as Jack,
Jackie, Dr. Stephenson, General Stephenson, Doc, Daddy and Papa. He was
born to Albert and Eva Stephenson on May 31, 1935, in Holton, Kansas,
where he grew up until his family moved to Alice, Texas, when he was a
Senior in High School. Once he arrived in Texas, he never left and considered
himself to be a true Texan.

He graduated from William Adams High School, in Alice, Texas, in 1953, and
spent the next year driving a propane truck and working as a “rough neck” in
the oil field, while saving money and deciding his career path. In 1955, he was
accepted into Texas A&l University, (now Texas A&M Kingsville), in Kingsville,
Texas, where he initially set out to pursue a degree in Engineering, but he
changed course a short time later and graduated in 1958 with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Biology in preparation for Medical School.

He met his love of 65 years on a blind date in the summer of 1956 and they
married three months later. They enjoyed a beautiful life together, filled with

much love and happiness.

In June of 1962, he graduated from the University of Texas Southwestern



Medical School in Dallas, Texas, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. In his
last year of Medical School, he entered the Army Senior Medical Student
Program as a 1st Lieutenant. Upon graduation, already the father of three little
girls, he was assigned to Martin Army Hospital, in Fort Benning, Georgia, at
the rank of Captain, where he interned and completed his residency training in
General Surgery. He then spent the next three years stationed at Tripler Army
Medical Center, in Honolulu, Hawaii, where he completed his residency
training in Urology. While in Hawaii, his fourth child and only boy, was born.

With his specialty training complete, he deployed to the 8th Field Hospital, in
the Republic of Vietnam in 1968 and was present during the Tet Offensive. He
served a 12 month tour of duty as Staff Urologist, then Chief of Surgery
followed by Chief of Professional Services and culminating his tour as
Commanding Officer. The six years following Vietnam, saw him assigned to
Brooke Army Medical Center at Fort Sam Houston, in San Antonio, Texas,
where he served as Chief of Urology; Walter Reed Army Medical Center, in
Washington, D.C., where he served as Assistant Chief of Urology; Madigan
Army Medical Center, in Fort Lewis, Washington, where he served as
Assistant Chief of Urology.

After thirteen years in the military, he separated from the active Army in 1974,
to enter into private practice. He continued to serve his country, completing 13
years in the Texas National Guard as Brigade Surgeon, Commanding Officer
and Texas State Surgeon and another 5 years in the Ohio National Guard
where he initially served as the Ohio State Surgeon and subsequently
achieved the rank of Brigadier General, serving as the 112th Medical Brigade
Commander. He retired from military service in 1991 and continued his private
practice until semi-retiring in the early 2000’s. He continued to see patients in
the clinic until just five years ago, at the age of 81.

His military awards were both extensive and impressive, including the Legion



of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (with 3 oak leaf
clusters), Army Commendation Medal, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, Vietnam
Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal (x4), Vietnam Honor Medal 1st
Class, Presidential Unit Citation 8th Field Hospital, National Defense Medal,
Texas Faithful Service Medal, Armed Forces Honor Medal, Army Reserve
Components Achievement Medal, Lone Star Distinguished Service Medal,
Texas Outstanding Service Medal, Army Service Medal, Texas Adjutant
General’s Individual Award and Army Medal Medical Achievement.

While serving his country and caring for his patients as a gifted surgeon, he
also had a very rich and full family life alongside his loving wife, Mary, and four
children. He was Papa to seven grandchildren and eight great grandchildren
and best buddy to his sweet furry girl, Fiona. He was a faithful Catholic and
Parishioner of St. Padre Pio Catholic Church, where he was an active
member of the Knights of Columbus. He was a strong military leader, highly
skilled surgeon, expert target shooter, avid gun collector, accomplished wood
worker, talented polka dancer (winning several trophies) and owner of an
extensive collection of exotic cowboy boots. Among his favorite pursuits were
Caribbean cruises, single malt scotch, Chinese buffets, classic country music,
war movies, western movies, M*A*S*H, The Three Stooges and the daily
comics.

He is survived by his wife, Mary, four children and spouses, Cindi Evans, Lindi
(Rick) Roberts, Donna (Pat) Debner and John Stephenson; seven
grandchildren and spouses, Amy (Fernando) Perez , Alec (Jen) Stephenson,
Erin Stephenson, MaryJo (Cody) Witzany, Ellis Roberts, Jared Debner,
Meredith Debner; and eight great grand children Ethan, Jack, Sean, Adam,
Eric, Emily, Casper and Millie.

Over the past few years, he was blessed to have amazing caregivers who



cared for his needs so genuinely and compassionately and allowed him to
remain in the comfort of his home. The family is deeply grateful to MaryLou,
Mary Joy “MJ”, Mimi, Gloria and Tracey for the heart felt care they provided to
our beloved Papa.

Visitation at 6pm, Rosary at 7pm, Monday, August 9, 2021, at the Shrine of St.
Padre Pio Catholic Church, 3843 Bulverde Pkwy, San Antonio, TX. Funeral
Mass celebrated at 11am, Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at the church and live
streamed at https://www.facebook.com/stpadrepiosanantonio/. Graveside
service with General Officer Military Honors will follow at 1pm at Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in his
name to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or the Wounded Warrior
Project.



Cemetery Details

Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery

1520 Harry Wurzbach
San Antonio, TX 78209

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 9. 6:00 PM (CT)

St. Padre Pio Catholic Church
3843 Bulverde Pkwy.
San Antonio, TX 78259

Rosary

AUG 9. 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Padre Pio Catholic Church
3843 Bulverde Pkwy.
San Antonio, TX 78259

Funeral Mass

AUG 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Padre Pio Catholic Church
3843 Bulverde Pkwy.
San Antonio, TX 78259



Graveside Service with General Officer Military Honors

AUG 10. 1:00 PM (CT)

Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
1520 Harry Wurzbach Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78209



Tribute Wall

Doc always had the best advice. He made you feel like part of his
amazing family. He will be missed. Blessed to have known him.
My heartfelt condolences go out to Mary and Donna, Cindi, Lindl,
John and his entire family. May God help you through this tough
time.

Bob and Charli Kiser - August 10, 2021 at 01:16 AM

My condolences to Mrs Stephenson and all the family. | very much
respected him because of his ability to command respect from all
those around him. He did this by respecting everyone he dealt with
no matter what their rank was. Beside being a great commander, he
was a great person.

Ignacio lara - August 09, 2021 at 09:15 PM
Large Basket Garden was purchased for the

family of BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE
D. STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

August 09, 2021 at 03:00 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE D.
STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

August 09, 2021 at 12:26 PM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family
of BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE D.
STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

August 08, 2021 at 02:15 PM

With Distinction was purchased for the family of
BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE D.
STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

August 07, 2021 at 08:00 PM

My deepest condolences to the Stephenson family, especially to
Mrs Stephenson. | had the pleasure of meeting you all during his
home health care visits with AQTS HOME HEALTH. Praying for
your comfort during this difficult time. Sincerely, Alice Goodman, PT

Alice Goodman - August 07, 2021 at 06:47 PM

Rainbow Reflections Basket was purchased for

the family of BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.)
JACKIE D. STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

August 06, 2021 at 11:09 AM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1384&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1384&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

29 files added to the album Memories Album

John Stephenson - August 04, 2021 at 02:45 PM

The staff of U.S. European Command's J7
purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the
family of BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE
D. STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

The staff of U.S. European Command's J7 - August 03, 2021
at 09:29 AM

From Joyce Davidson & Family purchased the Be
autiful in Blue for the family of BRIGADIER
GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE D. STEPHENSON,
U.S. ARMY.

From Joyce Davidson & Family - August 02, 2021 at 04:22 PM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

All our love to Mary and her beautiful family in their loss! We know
Jack is in God’s care!! You’re in Our Hearts and Prayers,
Clay and Donna

Donna Skinner - August 01, 2021 at 10:46 AM
Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the

family of BRIGADIER GENERAL (Ret.) JACKIE
D. STEPHENSON, U.S. ARMY.

July 31, 2021 at 02:01 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mission Park Funeral Chapels & Cemetery - July 31, 2021 at 09:35 AM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

