Irene Anne Danko
March 1, 1927 - January 15, 2017

Irene Anne Danko (Renee, Aunt Irene, Mom, and Grandma to those who
loved her) will be remembered for her love, graciousness, quiet strength, and
spirit of fun. First as big sister, then as wife and mother, she centered herself
on home and family.

Irene was born March 1, 1927, in Tresckow, Pennsylvania, the first of four
children of Joseph and Elizabeth Zelloe. She never forgot the lessons of her
upbringing and her traditions-- not least of which in the heritage of her home-
cooked meals. She married Richard (Dick) Danko in July of 1949, and for 67
years until his death in June 2016 she lived the role of partner and helpmate.
She became Mother to three, Grandmother to eight, Great-grandmother to
four, and Godmother to many.

Irene was gifted with a clear soprano voice and she carried her love of music
her whole life. She was Senior Class Soloist at Hazleton High School at a time
when good vocalists were a key feature in contemporary music. She sang in
her church choirs through the years, most recently at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
in Leon Springs. She kept up a steady soundtrack of classical and popular
music in the home, filled in with her own spontaneous a capella lines from her
favorites.

She graduated Hazleton High School in 1945, and later completed training as
a Licensed Practical Nurse. She was a lifelong learner, always with books—
often traded with friends-- at the bedside table. In early years Renee worked
in retail after high school first as a salesgirl and quickly being promoted to a



merchandise buyer, then again in later years in Victoria at a children’s shop
when her own children were grown. After moving to Arizona she joined her
brother Bob in his second career as owners of a gift shop in Scottsdale. She
never lost her appreciation for quality goods.

From her home in Pennsylvania to Texas, to Arizona, and then back to Texas,
she made friends easily and kept loyal relationships. She touched lives at her
husband’s side through his career with the Devereux Foundation, through her
involvement in parents’ groups at the kids’ schools, and through church and
civic associations. She was member and chair of committees for the Morning
Study Club in Victoria, Texas, and a member of several groups at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton.

Gathering with family for her 50th wedding anniversary, Irene thanked Dick for
their 50 years. Then she told of how as a girl growing up she thought maybe
she would like to be a professional singer—and she got to sing lullabies to her
babies; she thought she might like to become a nurse—and she got to care
for her children when they were sick; she thought she might want to become a
teacher—and she helped teach her children to read. And she said she could
never have been more blessed.

She is survived by one sister, one brother, three children, eight grandchildren,
and four great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers please send donations to a charity of your choice in her
name.



Cemetery Details

Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery

1520 Harry Wurzbach
San Antonio, TX 78209

Previous Events

Rosary

FEB 3. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Chuch
8500 Cross Mountain Trail
San Antinio, TX 78255

Funeral Mass

FEB 3. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Chuch
8500 Cross Mountain Trail
San Antinio, TX 78255

Graveside Service

FEB 3. 2:30 PM (CT)

Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery
1520 Harry Wurzbach
San Antonio, TX 78209






Tribute Wall

1 file added to the tribute wall

robert zelloe - February 16, 2017 at 07:28 AM

My sister, my friend, | will miss her and will keep her in my prayers,
love you Sis, brother Bob

robert zelloe - February 16, 2017 at 07:29 AM

The Stevenson Children purchased the Simply El
egant Spathiphyllum for the family of Irene Anne
Danko.

The Stevenson Children - January 31, 2017 at 04:.07 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Irene Anne Danko.

January 27, 2017 at 10:06 AM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our deepest sympathy to the family and |
friends of Irene during this difficult time. Rene

is one of the nicest, sweetest, kindest ladies |
I've had the privilege of knowing when | was a u
young man. I've been blessed to have her as

my "God-Mother!" It is our prayer that she will rest in peace and
experience the eternal glory of God's Kingdom.

Deacon Larry & Jana Brisiel, (St. Mark) - January 26, 2017 at 06:21 PM

Praying for peace for you and your family. May God be with you
during this time of sorrow.

Lois

Lois Rockwell - January 26, 2017 at 03:24 PM

Malloy Gould lit a candle in memory of Irene !

Anne Danko

Malloy Gould - January 25, 2017 at 02:01 PM

May Irene and Dick both Rest In Peace.God Bless and keep them
Safe.l was a class mate in high school..Also a Team Mate with
Dick..God Bless them....With Love,Mike Doddo,Hazleton,Pa.

Mike Doddo - December 14, 2020 at 11:58 AM



