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 "Never Say Can't Do, Instead Say Will Do" 
 

Thank you for coming to pay tribute to my Father John Balderrama. John was
born in San Antonio on October 28,1938, towards the end of the Great
Depression. He was the second oldest son of our late grandmother Amelia
Perez. He is preceded in death by his wife Dolores; daughter Jessica; son
Rey Rendon and his brother Andy. He is survived by his children: Ruben,
John Junior, John Rudy, Tony and son David and many grandchildren. He
also leaves behind his brothers Roy, Billy, Rey and Richard and sister Elva. 

 

To understand my father, you have to know what experiences he endured.
Some of you may remember my father as difficult and extremely stubborn,
everything to him was as easy as black and white, nothing was in-between.
He also had a great sense of humor and inherited the wittiness of my
grandmother. My father was a hard worker, as a child he helped our
grandmother raise his brothers and sister. He worked picking up cardboard,
bottles, anything that was tangible to seIl. Whatever he earned he turned it
over to his mother, never keeping any money for himself. He was very
tenacious in keeping with his goal, whatever he set his mind on, he would
accomplish. He also was the driver and the planner of journeys to the north to



pick strawberries, cherries, potatoes, and sugar beets as part of the bracero
program. In third grade he dropped out of school in order to help my
grandmother. 

 

Around the age of 13 he worked in a store slicing, cutting and cleaning the
equipment used for grinding and cutting meat. An unfortunate accident
happened, while he was cleaning the equipment he sliced off four of his
fingers on his right hand. While he was recuperating, he taught himself to
overcome his disability. One time I asked him; how did you manage to
continue working? His response was "at that time we all did what we had to
do". Although he never served in the military, he brought back memories of
the 2nd WW veterans who were lucky to come home. The men and women
who served during that period of time, are remembered as our “Greatest
Generation". To our family he was a part of that generation. Mr. And Mrs.
George and Ramona (Raymond) Medrano took a liking to John because of his
tenacity. He taught John all that he knew about working at the cleaners. John
worked for the Medrano family for many years until he decided to open his
own cleaners at the age of 21. He worked hard and devoted many long hours
in making and building his cliental. He is the epitome and the spirit of, "Never
say can't do, instead, "say will do". 

 

Although the "Midway Cleaners" is now closed, my father would go there at
night and sit, looking at his once thriving enterprise. He bought a building that
he and son, John Rudy restored. With the help of his son, they bought
property and the ranch in Floresville, at one time he owned several horses
and cattle. He was a tenacious, hardworking, and stubborn man, although he
did have several of his greatest attributes, which were being a caring, loving,
protective father and brother and most of all his loyalty. We dedicate this song
in honor of our beloved father, John Balderrama "I did it my way" by Frank
Sinatra.”





Cemetery Details

Mission Burial Park South

1700 SE Military Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78214
http://www.missionparks.com

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 9. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr
San Antonio, TX 78214
(210) 924-4242
https://www.missionparks.com/

Eulogy Service

OCT 9. 7:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr
San Antonio, TX 78214
(210) 924-4242
https://www.missionparks.com/

http://www.missionparks.com/
https://www.missionparks.com/
https://www.missionparks.com/


Mass

OCT 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Holy Name Catholic Church
3814 Nash Blvd
San Antonio, TX 78223
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Private Cg’s Joann Alvarez - October 09, 2024 at 09:37 PM

Private Cg’s Joann Alvarez purchased the Emera
ld Garden Basket for the family of John P.
Balderrama.

TIA Meme and Family - October 08, 2024 at 03:43 PM

TIA Meme and Family purchased the Enchanted
Cottage for the family of John P. Balderrama.

Bocio and Family from Arizona - October 08, 2024 at 01:37
AM

Bocio and Family from Arizona purchased the Si
mply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of John
P. Balderrama.

Elva Cortinas - October 05, 2024 at 07:12 PM

Our prayers are with John Rudy and sons for peace and comfort
during this difficult time. May our Lord bless the family! 
From: Tia Elva, Alfred, brothers, Billy& Lydia , Ray & Patty, Richard ,
and Roy.
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Bebe & Vera Villarreal, Boerne, Tx. - October 06, 2024 at 01:00 PM

Eternal rest grant unto John, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
him for all eternity. May the light of Christ shine upon him and to all of
those souls whom you have called from our journey on earth to his
home in heaven. 
Deepest sympathy to his family and loved ones during this sorrowful
time. Our prayers are with you, in particular, for John Rudy and family,
and for our beautiful friend Elva Cortinas, her husband Alfred, and her
beloved brothers.  

 Vera & Bebe Villarreal

RP

Ray & Patty Perez - October 07, 2024 at 02:51 PM

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”

  
Our prayers for peace and comfort go out to John’s family and loved
ones during this time.

  
Ray & Patty Perez

  
I love you John-p

From your sister, Elva, Alfred & family. - October 05, 2024 at
05:31 PM

From your sister, Elva, Alfred & family. purchased
the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of John
P. Balderrama.

https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

