
Manuela Villarreal Rivera
March 25, 1929 - May 2, 2021

Manuela Villarreal Rivera of San Antonio, Texas, a very loving wife, mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother, went to be with the Lord on Sunday,
May 2, 2021 at the age of 92 years. 
Manuela was born in Los Saenz, Vallecillo, Nuevo León, Mexico on March 25,
1929 to Napoleón V. Villarreal and Dolores Jasso Villarreal. She was the 4th
of 13 children. 

 She completed several years of formal education, was trained as a
seamstress, worked with her parents on their family ranch, and helped to raise
her siblings. She was united in holy matrimony to Audelio Rivera Sr. of Cuero,
Texas on November 8, 1953 and moved to San Antonio, Texas in 1961. She
became a United States Citizen in 1979. She worked tirelessly with her
husband, Audelio, to raise their six children. Core values that she practiced
daily and instilled in her children included: the Catholic faith, family, the
importance of education, perseverance, integrity, hard work, dedicated
parenting, and generosity. 
Her beautiful life will forever be cherished in the lives of her six children,
daughter Melva M. Nelson and husband Ricky, daughter Leticia Trimble and
husband William, son Audelio Rivera, Jr., M.D. and wife Angela, daughter
Mary Helen Valadez and husband Jose, son Jesse G. Rivera, J.D., and
daughter Diana M. Hess, Ph.D. and husband Floyd; grandchildren, Robert
Trimble, M.D. and wife Katherine, Christina Trimble, Michael Rivera, Katie
Marie Keating and husband Stephen, Jessica A. Hess, D.D.S., Austin Rivera



and wife Marleigh, Chelsea Melita Farnam, Ashton Bray, Hayley Bray
Summers and husband Martel, Jennifer E. Nelson, Anissa Nicole Rivera,
R.N., B.S.N., Kimberly A. Trimble, J.D., Parker Rivera, Martha C. Hess, Emily
K. Rivera, Jesse Alexander Rivera Jr., and Patrick A. Rivera; great-
grandchildren Ellie Madison Arredondo, William Bernard Trimble, Eleanor
Louise Trimble, Harper June Keating, Mackston Summers, Elizabeth James
Keating, and Howard Carter Trimble. 
A Rosary will be recited at St. Jerome’s Catholic Church on Thursday, May 6,
2021 at 2:00 P.M. followed by the Funeral Mass 2:30 P.M. Interment will follow
at St. Jerome’s Catholic Cemetery, San Antonio, Texas. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial contributions be made to
St. Benedict Catholic Church 4535 Lord Rd. San Antonio, Texas 78220 in
Memory of Manuela Villarreal Rivera.



Cemetery Details

St. Jerome Catholic Cemetery

7955 Real Road
San Antonio, TX

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 6. 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

St. Jerome Catholic Church
7955 Real Road
San Antonio, TX 78263

Rosary

MAY 6. 2:00 PM (CT)

St. Jerome Catholic Church
7955 Real Road
San Antonio, TX 78263

Funeral Mass

MAY 6. 2:30 PM (CT)

St. Jerome Catholic Church
7955 Real Road
San Antonio, TX 78263
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Maria Ekizondo Camacho - May 05, 2021 at 04:21 PM

Tia Melita will forever be in our hearts. We will
never forget her kindness towards our family
growing up. ~Fam. Eluzondo de León

Gerardo Villarreal - May 05, 2021 at 02:23 PM

Dear Cousins, 
 
My deepest sympathy on the loss of your mother. I have lots of nice
memories with my Tia Melita that I will cherish forever. May God
Bless you all. 
 
Gerardo Villarreal

Imelda Leon - May 05, 2021 at 02:15 PM

Nuestro más sentido pésame para toda la familia. 
Los acompañamos en su dolor. 
Descanse en paz tía Melita 
 
 
Con mucho cariño de parte de sus sobrinos 
Prudencio y Argelia
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Jessica Hess - May 04, 2021 at 04:39 PM

Ama, 
 I could not have been more fortunate to have you as a grandmother.

I will miss you so much and treasure the many memories we
shared. I have peace knowing that you will always be with me. 
Te amo mucho! 

   
 Love, 

 Jessica

Elizabeth V. Walicki - May 04, 2021 at 03:26 PM

So very sorry for your loss, my thoughts and
prayers are with you all. All my love to all my
cousins during this difficult time. God bless
you all. Love, Elizabeth Walicki


