
Monserrat (Mona) Cruz Garcia
April 17, 1942 - June 28, 2019

Monserrat (Mona) Cruz Garcia was born on April 17th, 1942 to Armando and
Leanor Cruz in Cagayan Valley, Philippines. 

 

Mona was an extraordinary woman with a capacity to care for those in need
that far surpasses most people. She was incredibly intelligent and a self-made
woman who came from humble beginnings. She loved the Lord and prayed
fervently for her loved ones daily. She was fiercely protective of her family and
over-indulgent with her grandchildren. Mona lived by two mantras; “You can
achieve anything once you put your mind to it.” and “Always thank the Lord for
all you have.” 

She graduated from the University of the Philippines with a Bachelors in
Education. She married Claude Garcia in 1966 and moved with him and her
two children to the United States. While working various jobs and raising a
family, she continued her education by attending school at night to attain her
Teacher’s Certification to be able to teach in the U.S. She taught both
Elementary and Middle School and found she had a passion for those with
special needs. Her desire to help these students led her to earn a Masters
Degree in Special Education. Mona spent the remainder of her career
teaching and advocating for her students and was honored as Teacher of the
Year in 1990 by the Edgewood Independent School district. 

 



After her children were grown, she opened her home to many adults with
special needs over the years and received numerous awards for her work as
a Caregiver. Her impact to those she helped are numerous and far reaching.
To her family, friends and neighbors, she comforted them, helped them in
times of need, or helped them achieve their goals in education or a life
transition. 

In this manner she shared the same spirit as one of her heroes, Mother
Teresa: 

 “I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to
create many ripples.” The ripples that Mona created are in the stories from the
people she helped, close to her home and from far abroad, and will have a
lasting impact for years to come. 

 

Monserrat C. Garcia went to be with the Lord on Friday, June 28th, 2019 at
the age of 77. She is preceded in death by her husband Claude Garcia and
her parents Armando and Leonor Cruz and her brother Celestino Cruz. She is
survived by her sisters Wilhelmina Espejo and Raquel Tatunay, her daughter
Cande Garcia, son Cosme Garcia, daughter-in-law Kimberly, her beloved
grandchildren, Seth Nesting and Maya Garcia, and numerous nieces,
nephews, Aunts, Uncles and cousins. 

Funeral Services will be held Friday, July 19th at 11:30am at Mission Park
Funeral Chapels South with interment to follow at Fort Sam Houston National
Cemetery at 1:00 pm.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUL 19. 11:30 AM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr
San Antonio, TX 78214
(210) 924-4242
https://www.missionparks.com/

Interment

JUL 19. 1:00 PM (CT)

Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery
1520 Harry Wurzbach
San Antonio, TX 78209

https://www.missionparks.com/
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July 18, 2019 at 01:56 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Monserrat (Mona) Cruz Garcia.

Kim Garcia - July 13, 2019 at 04:15 PM

3 files added to the album Memories Album

RP

Rebecca Pipkin - August 13, 2019 at 09:51 AM

As I was looking up a friend who recently departed I stumbled onto
Mona's obituary. I cannot express my sadness just learning about this
tremendously kind lady's passing. I was fortunate to meet her when
taking classes to care for my niece. She learned I was a retired nurse
and we hit it off well. We exchanged numbers and soon I was learning
the ropes of caregiving from one truly dedicated woman. I would help
her from time to time when she was feeling under the weather. Truth be
told, she was helping me. I learned alot from this woman and I feel
honored to have known her and called her my friend. Her spirit will
remain forever a peaceful reminder of gratitude and humility. Rebecca
Pipkin

CG

Cosme Garcia - December 22, 2020 at 11:03 AM

Thank you Rebecca for sharing your memories and kind words. I miss
her tremendously every day. I hope you and your family are safe and
well. Cosme Garcia, Mona's son.

https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

