Reese L. Harrison
January 5, 1938 - August 29, 2025

Reese Lenwood Harrison, Jr. quietly passed away at his home on August 29,
2025, at the age of 87 following a short illness. Reese was born on January 5,
1938, in San Antonio, Texas, to Ruth Fischer Harrison and Reese L. Harrison,
Sr.

Reese graduated from San Antonio’s Breckridge High School in 1956. He
attended Baylor University and graduated in three years with a Bachelor of
Business Administration in 1959 and later with a Master of Science degree in
Economics in 1965. He attended law school at Southern Methodist University
where he received a Juris Doctorate degree in 1962.

Reese married Judith Karen Scott on October 9, 1964. They made their home
in San Antonio where their two daughters, Judith Karen Scott Harrison, Jr. and
Tiffany Farrah Lynn Harrison, were born. While being an attorney, Reese, with
his sister Janice, operated the Bar H Ranches Partnership, Ltd., a cattle ranch
in Bexar, Wilson, and Caldwell Counties, Texas. Active in the community,
Reese was selected Outstanding Young Man in San Antonio for 1973,
receiving the Distinguished Service Award from the San Antonio Junior
Chamber of Commerce of which he was not a member. He was a Life Director
of the San Antonio Livestock Exposition and Rodeo, a former Vice-President
of the San Antonio Charity Horse Show, and a Director of the Miss Rodeo
Texas Pageant among many other civic activities too numerous to mention.



Over the years, Reese held a number of leadership positions in the San
Antonio Chamber of Commerce and the Alamo Area Council of Governments.
He was active in the Democratic Party at the County, State and National
levels.

Reese was admitted to the practice of law in September 1962 and would
spend his career practicing law. Reese was appointed an Assistant US
Attorney in the Western District of Texas and served from 1964 through 1972.
He entered private practice in 1972 as a partner in the firm of Oppenheimer,
Blend, Harrison, and Tate. Reese continued to practice law as senior counsel
when the firm merged with Clark Hill and its predecessor firms in 2011 until his
passing.

Initially admitted to the bar in Texas, Reese was also admitted to practice
before the United States Supreme Court, the four US District Courts of Texas,
several US Courts of Appeals, and other US Courts including Armed Forces,
Federal Claims, International Trade, and Tax Court. He was an active member
of numerous professional organizations including the San Antonio Bar
Association, Texas Bar Association, American Bar Association, International
Bar Association, Federal Bar Association, and Judge Advocates Association.
He was an Adjunct Professor of Law at St. Mary’s University School of Law
and was a frequent lecturer in continuing legal education courses and
seminars on topics related to litigation matters. Over the years, Reese has
been recognized by various legal organizations in recognition of his valuable
and meritorious service to the community, state, and nation.

Reese enlisted into the Texas Air National Guard in June 1963 and received
his basic military training at Lackland Air Force Base. He would serve as what
was then known as an “Air Policeman” with what is now the 149th Fighter
Wing in San Antonio, Texas. In 1966, he was granted a direct commission into
the US Air Force and received an appointment as a Second Lieutenant in the



Texas Air National Guard where he became the commander of his Air Police
unit. As a licensed attorney in 1968, then Second Lieutenant Harrison, was
appointed as a Captain in the Texas Air National Guard and began twenty-five
years of service as the Staff Judge Advocate for the 149th Fighter Wing. He
was promoted to Colonel in 1994 and served as the Staff Judge

Advocate for Headquarters Texas Air National Guard and was assigned to the
Judge Advocate General’s Department Reserve with the US Air Force until his
retirement on January 3, 1998. The governor of Texas promoted Colonel
Harrison to Brigadier General (Brevet) in 2005.

Reese served on active duty during Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and was
assigned as the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for the 67th Tactical
Reconnaissance Wing, at Bergstrom Air Force Base in Austin, Texas. He
received the Major General Paul D. Straw Trophy in 1991 as the Airman who
best exemplified overall unit excellence and outstanding civic participation and
in recognition of superior contribution to the community and to the nation.
Reese’s distinguished military career is embellished by numerous awards
including the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force
Commendation Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal, the Lone Star
Distinguished Service Medal, Texas Outstanding Service Medal, Texas Medal
of Merit, the Adjutant General's Individual Award, and the Texas Faithful
Service Medal.

At the age of 16, Reese joined San Antonio’s Albert Pike DeMolay Chapter in
January 1954, where he served as an officer. His service to DeMolay
continued as an adult on the local, state, and national level. Active in
Freemasonry, Reese petitioned Albert Pike Masonic Lodge No. 1169 at the
age of 21 where he received the degrees of Freemasonry and served as
Worshipful Master in 1969-1970. He affiliated with several other Masonic



Lodges where he served as an officer. He served on several committees of
the Masonic Grand Lodge of Texas. He was elected to serve as the Grand
Master of Masons in Texas during 2004.

Reese was active in the appendant Masonic Bodies on the local, state, and
national levels including the Scottish Rite, York Rite, and Shrine and the
invitational or honorary bodies of each. He has served as the presiding officer
of most of his local Masonic bodies plus the presiding officer of at least four
major state and eleven national organizations. In the York Rite, he was a Past
Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas and a Past
Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas. In
the Scottish Rite, Reese was coroneted a 33rd Degree Inspector General
Honorary in 1979 and was invested with the Grand Cross of the Court of
Honour in 2013.

Reese was preceded in death by his parents and his sister Janice Lee
Harrison Tipton. He is survived by his wife, Judith Karen Scott Harrison, and
his two daughters Judith Karen Scott Harrison Brown (Scottie) and husband
Dr. Jared Brown of Aurora, Colorado, and Tiffany Farrah Lynn Harrison of
Houston. He is also survived by his grandson Hadyn Brown, granddaughter
Poppy Brown, and nephew Neal Tipton.

In accordance with his wishes, Reese was laid to rest in a private graveside

service at Mission Burial Park South in San Antonio on September 4, 2025. In
lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial contributions be made to the
Grand Lodge Library and Museum of Texas, P.O. Box 2366, Waco, TX 76703.



Cemetery Details

Mission Burial Park South

1700 SE Military Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78214
http://www.missionparks.com


http://www.missionparks.com/

Tribute Wall

My condolences to the Harrison family. Reese was a fine man in
every way. | thought the world of him and his accomplishments.
Reese certainly loved Texas!

Always a gentleman. | had many dinners with him in San Antonio
and Gruene. RIP dear one ®

Marla Bush - December 05, 2025 at 12:35 AM
My sincere condolences to the extended and immediate families.
May God bless Reese and all of you now and for ever. Peace be

with us all.

Guy Anderson - September 04, 2025 at 11:31 PM



