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“Thomas” Look Eng, beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, passed away peacefully surrounded by his loving family on July
2,2024. He was 108 years old. He was born on March 3, 1916, in Taishan
province (Hoisan), Guangzhou (Canton), China. He immigrated to the United
States in 1940, following his father, Sam Tow, who had already established
residence and a business in San Antonio, Texas. Early on he was known as
“Tom” by family, friends, and the business world. This was the name he took
on from the English school when he first arrived in the US. Later he would
lovingly be called “Grandpa” by all who knew him, including all his customers.
He was a lifelong restaurateur. His first restaurant was Sam Woo Cafe located
on East Commerce Street near downtown San Antonio. The property was
acquired to be part of highway 281 in the mid-1960s. His next restaurant
venture was Tom Eng's Food To Go on West Avenue which opened in 1969.
Three years later, the business expanded to a full-service restaurant called
Golden Gate Restaurant in the same location. After the passing of his wife,
Ching Lin,in 1980, he started remodeling another restaurant. In1982, he
opened Panda Inn Restaurant located at 2201 Harry Wurzbach Road which
remains open today.



He was a lifelong member of the Hip Sing Association. He was an officer of
the local chapter and attended many national meetings as a representative of
the San Antonio chapter. He enjoyed traveling to the national meetings.
Whenever he was on vacation and there was a Hip Sing chapter in the area,
he would visit that chapter and support it with a personal gift. He enjoyed
meeting and visiting members from other chapters.

He enjoyed hunting early on but in the later years he excelled at fishing.
Fishing was his passion. He loved gardening growing fruits, vegetables and
flowers. He did some foreign travel and enjoyed new places and experiences.
He was an avid reader of books and newspapers until his eyesight failed him.
He was a kind and gentle man and a wonderful father. He wanted the best for
his family and taught them how to achieve this through his example of an
incredibly strong work ethic. His life experiences made him a delight to listen
to as he told stories of the old times. Thomas Look Eng was superseded in
death by his father, Sam Tow, wife, Ching Lin, and his son-in-law, John Liu. He
leaves behind his children: daughter, Susan Liu, son, Arthur and wife, Pamela,
daughter, Mabel Eng and husband, Don Humphrey, and sons, Ginther and
Victor. He also leaves behind grandsons, Jason Liu and wife, Kristy, Jeffrey
Liu and wife, Brittany, Samuel Eng and wife, Angela. He was blessed with
great-grandchildren, Katie, Amanda, and Jessica Liu; Jacob, Alexis, and
Jonathan Liu; Emilia, Sophia and Etzio Eng. The humble life of this 108-year-
old is impossible to encapsulate in a few brief paragraphs. Just know that
besides being a successful businessman, his greatest accomplishment was
that he was loved not only by the family that he cherished, but by his
employees, customers, and all who knew him.



Cemetery Details

Mission Burial Park South

1700 SE Military Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78214
http://www.missionparks.com

Previous Events
Visitation

JUL 12. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr

San Antonio, TX 78214

(210) 924-4242

https://www.missionparks.com/

Funeral Service

JUL 13. 3:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr

San Antonio, TX 78214

(210) 924-4242

https://www.missionparks.com/
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Tribute Wall

We are so sorry for your family's great loss. We remember Mr. Eng
well having seen him for many years so hard at work through the
little window onto the kitchen.

Bernadette O'Connor and Sister Rose Ann McDonald
Bernadette E. O'Connor - July 12, 2024 at 02:01 PM
Cheril and Eric Rios and family purchased the La

rge Basket Garden for the family of "Thomas"
Look Eng.

Cheril and Eric Rios and family - July 10, 2024 at 09:41 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

July 10, 2024 at 11:55 AM

Hubbard and Karen Parks purchased the Peacef
ul White Lilies Basket for the family of "Thomas"
Look Eng.

Hubbard and Karen Parks - July 10, 2024 at 11:51 AM
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Lisa and Gordon Sears, Brian and Tricia
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

Lisa and Gordon Sears, Brian and Tricia - July 09, 2024 at
09:08 PM

Jason, Kristy, Katie, Amanda,Jessica Liu
purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the
family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

Jason, Kristy, Katie, Amanda,Jessica Liu - July 09, 2024 at
01:16 PM

Lucy and John Hakemack purchased the Divine
Peace Bouquet for the family of "Thomas" Look
Eng.

Lucy and John Hakemack - July 09, 2024 at 12:04 PM

Susan Liu purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for
the family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

Susan Liu - July 08, 2024 at 10:06 PM
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Ashley Chanthadara &Crawfish King family
purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for
the family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

Ashley Chanthadara &Crawfish King family - July 08, 2024 at
03:23 PM

Diana Hall Havard, Walnut Creek, CA purchased
the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
"Thomas" Look Eng.

Diana Hall Havard, Walnut Creek, CA - July 07, 2024 at 11:44
AM

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was
purchased for the family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

July 07, 2024 at 08:29 AM

From Vongsouvanh and Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of "Thomas" Look Eng.

From Vongsouvanh and Family - July 06, 2024 at 09:29 PM
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From Vongsouvanh and Family purchased the Se
renity Wreath for the family of "Thomas" Look
Eng.

From Vongsouvanh and Family - July 06, 2024 at 09:29 PM

From the Vega family purchased the Heavenly Gr
ace Spray for the family of "Thomas" Look Eng.

From the Vega family - July 06, 2024 at 05:48 PM

Jeff, Brittany, Jacob, Alexis, Jonathan purchased
the Pure Heart for the family of "Thomas" Look
Eng.

Jeff, Brittany, Jacob, Alexis, Jonathan - July 06, 2024 at 03:41
PM
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