Thomas S. Fonseca
October 22, 2021

The Life and Legacy of Thomas S. Fonseca

Thomas S. Fonseca beloved husband, father, and respected leader in the
community went to be with the Lord on October 22, 2021 at the age of 61 after
a long and brave battle with ALS.

Thomas S. Fonseca was born in El Paso, TX to Guadalupe and Isabel
Fonseca on February 13, 1960. He graduated 15th in his class from South
San Antonio High School in 1978. He lettered in football and track and field
and was named a 1st Team All District wide receiver in 1977 & 1978. He also
played basketball and set a record in long jump at a whopping 20 feet 9.5
inches. He went on to receive his Bachelor of Science in Biology from St.
Mary’s University as well as a master’s degree in Mid-Management
Educational Administration from Texas A&M Kingsville in 1993.

Thomas was well known as a firm but loving educator and administrator who
worked over 30 years in the South San Antonio School District. He began as a
science teacher in 1983 at Abraham Kazen Middle School and worked there
until 1996 where he coached football/basketball and was later promoted to
vice principal. In 1997, he became the principal at Kindred Elementary School.
In 2006, he was offered to take on the position of principal at Dwight Middle
School. While at Dwight, he was praised for transforming one of the toughest



schools in the district into a TEA Recognized School for test scores in multiple
areas of study.

He later went on to continue his career in educational administration at
Somerset ISD bringing him to complete 35 years as an educator and
administrator. From 2011-2013 He worked at Barrera Veterans Elementary
School and later became Director of Human Resources.

While maintaining his career in education, in 2002, Thomas founded P&F
Homes, LLC where he, his business partner, and crew built custom homes in
the South Texas area. Thomas’ inspiration for creating a construction
company stemmed from his years working at Guadalupe Lumber Company as
a teenager.

After his retirement from education in June 2013, he found himself still
desiring to help students and took on a role as Director of Career Services at
Career Point College in 2014 where he assisted over 350 graduates find jobs
in their field of study. Even after complete retirement, Thomas took pride in
becoming an Uber and Lyft driver forming many meaningful relationships.

In addition to being a career man, he was also a man of faith. He served many
years as a missionary with the organization Texas Baptist Men specializing in
disaster relief. In 1993, he was ordained as a Deacon of Sur Zarzamora
Baptist Church and served as the church treasurer for 32 years.

He was also a mentor and friend to many. Most knew him as the avid morning
runner, the man who loved to feed many with his huge BBQ pit, and someone
who positively impacted the lives of many people in the community. But of the
many roles he held in his lifetime, his most cherished role was that of a loving
husband and father.



He is survived by his wife of 33 years, Irma Perez Fonseca, his daughter
Selina Michelle Fonseca, his son Thomas Samuel Fonseca, Jr., his parents
Guadalupe and Isabel Fonseca, brothers Edward Fonseca (Frenchy
Fonseca), Alfred Fonseca (Rosie Fonseca), Sisters Dolores Martinez, Susan
Martinez (Tommy Martinez), Monica Garcia (Albert Garcia), sisters-in-law Keta
Gonzales (Tom Pena), Molly Gonzalez (Raul Gonzalez) brother-in-law Oscar
Perez (Sylvia Perez), and numerous nieces and nephews.

Preceded in death by his in laws David and Olivia Perez, brothers-in-law
Manuel Perez, Edward Perez, Rudy Martinez and niece Monnette Martinez.

A celebration of his life will be held on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at Mission
Park Funeral Chapels at 1700 S.E. Military Drive from 5:00-8:00 p.m. with a
prayer service starting at 6:30 p.m. Funeral Services will be held on
Wednesday, November 10, 2021, at Sur Zarzamora Baptist Church at 9339 S.
Zarzamora Street at 11:00 a.m. then departing to San Fernando Cemetery lI
at 12:00 p.m. Masks Required.



Cemetery Details

San Fernando Cemetery lll

1735 Cupples Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78226

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 9. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr

San Antonio, TX 78214

(210) 924-4242

https://www.missionparks.com/

Evening Service

NOV 9. 6:30 PM (CT)

Mission Park Funeral Chapels South, Cemeteries & Crematories
1700 SE Military Dr

San Antonio, TX 78214

(210) 924-4242

https://www.missionparks.com/


https://www.missionparks.com/
https://www.missionparks.com/

Funeral Service

NOV 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

Iglesia Bautista Sur Zarzamora
9339 S. Zarzamora

San Antonio, TX 78224

(210) 927-6147

Interment

NOV 10 (CT)

San Fernando Cemetery Il
1735 Cupples Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78226



Tribute Wall

Kirsten Hume, April Ferris, Maria Harris
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Thomas S. Fonseca.

Kirsten Hume, April Ferris, Maria Harris - November 10, 2021
at 10:50 AM

John Paul & Sandy Blackburn purchased the Divi
ne Peace Bouquet for the family of Thomas S.
Fonseca.

John Paul & Sandy Blackburn - November 08, 2021 at 11:56
AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Thomas S. Fonseca.

November 08, 2021 at 09:45 AM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

MR. FONSECA WAS the BEST N GREATEST SCIENCE
TEACHER AT KAZEN MIDDLE SCHOOL. BOTH MY DAUGHTER
N SON WERE VERY FORTUNATE N BLESSED and So was | to
have known HIM. WE WOULD ALWAYS HONK N WAVE TO HIM
WHILE HE RAN DOWN ZARZAMORA ALWAYS HAD A SMILE.
RIP MY CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY

Janie Ruiz - November 07, 2021 at 09:17 PM

with a heavy heart there are no words to describe Tommy a great
son, husband and father my great admiration | had for my nephew
and love is beyond words rest in peace Tommy you will always be in
my heart ,uncle Pete

Pete Morales - November 07, 2021 at 06:46 PM

He was the greatest person you will ever meet.. | was little when |
met Tommy (mr.fonseca) at the church. 5hem of course through out
the years as my principal in school. He was so positive and happy..
He was an amazing person. | was glad my oldest son got to meet
him when he was a principal on the somerset district. When | let my
son know the news he was so hurt. And said why do we lose the
greatest people. | told him because God chose those great people
as his watrriors.. he will do great things up there as he did here. MR.
Fonseca this is a see you later not a good bye.. see you soon.

Janet Morales - November 06, 2021 at 11:53 PM



| had the pleasure of working with Thomas Fonseca at Guadalupe
Lumber. | always remember his big smile. He was a very
nice,respectful,young man. He was always willing to help the
customers and I'll always remember him cooking for us a good meal
in his bbq pit and feeding all of us at GLC. Tommy may you RIP and
may the perpetual light shine on you. My prayers will be with you
And your family. Your friend Mary Lou Perez.

Mary Lou Perez - November 06, 2021 at 01:31 AM

Thomas Fonseca, RIP, YOU WILL BE !
MISSED BY MANY, ESPECIALLY YOUR

LOVING WIFE AND CHILDREN. UNTIL WE
MEET AGAIN IN THAT GRAND PALACE OF \A
OUR GLORIOUS FATHER, SYLVIA P.

PEREZ

Sylvia Perez - November 05, 2021 at 08:11 PM

We Love You Tommy @&

Sylvia Perez - November 05, 2021 at 08:12 PM

Condolences to the Fonseca Family, may ]
Mr.Fonseca R.1.P. always.

Susan Ybarra - November 05, 2021 at 02:57 PM



Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Thomas S. Fonseca.

November 05, 2021 at 02:39 PM


https://www.missionparks.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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